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FROM:           Empire State Transportation Alliance/Keep New York Moving Campaign
CONTACT:
Neysa Pranger at (917) 532-0567; npranger@rpa.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Wednesday, March 25, 2009
COALITION CALLS ON STATE LEADERS TO 
KEEP WORKING ON TRANSIT FINANCE PLAN 

NEW YORK, March 25, 2009 – The Empire State Transportation Alliance (ESTA) – a coalition of business, civic, labor and environmental organizations supporting investment in transportation – and the Keep New York Moving Campaign today released the following statement:

Even though the board of the Metropolitan Transportaion Authority approved unprecedented reductions in service and increases in transit fares this morning, the Empire State Transportation Alliance calls on Governor Paterson, Speaker Silver and Majority Leader Smith to continue working on a plan to reverse today’s MTA board actions and put into place a long term financing plan for financing the region’s subway, bus and commuter rail system. ESTA calls on the state to come up with a plan that shares the burden equally amongst everyone who benefits from transit.
“Albany has failed this frist critical round,” said Bob Yaro, president, Regional Plan Association and co-chair, ESTA. “Leaders were very close to a deal but because of a few obstructionist members of the State Senate, plans were dashed.  Leaders must continue to work on a deal otherwise we’re looking at a train wreck of higher fares, longer waits and less reliable service.  That’s not a prescription for economic recovery.”
“The clock has run down for today but the region’s riders shouldn’t lose hope,” said Kevin S. Corbett, co-chair, Empire State Transportation Alliance.  “The state can, and should, still act on a critical transit finance package in the coming days to stave off major fare increases and cuts and keep the system running for the long term. Our political leaders cannot starve the system back to the days where service cuts, breakdowns, and delays undermined commerce and the future of the city itself.  If Albany fails to act, we will find ourselves back here sooner than we care to, only under much worse circumstances.”
"There's still time for Albany to come to the rescue. These horrible hikes and service cuts must not stand. This cannot be the end of the story. We look to Governor Paterson's leadership - working with the legislative leaders - to get us safe, affordable and decent transit,” said Gene Russianoff, senior attorney, NYPIRG Straphangers Campaign.

“Fare increases and service cuts will dramatically hurt the City’s struggling economy, mobility and environment, and must not be allowed to stand,” said Mary Barber, managing director of Living Cities for Environmental Defense Fund. “Albany must provide leadership, with Governor Paterson, Senator Smith and Speaker Silver quickly working together to find a solution that benefits riders and the entire region.”

"Now is the time for our State elected officials to do what needs to be done.  Transit is the lifeblood of our region.  Both our economy and our way of life are dependent on keeping our public transportation system financially healthy and in good repair," said Bill Henderson, executive director, Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee to the MTA.
"In the weeks to come, Albany's leaders must come together to pass a package that will roll back these fare hikes, restore the service cuts, and fund the MTA's long-term capital needs," said Richard Kassel, senior attorney at the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC).  "Our region's  economic health and long-term sustainability depends on our leaders finding a way to solve the MTA's chronic funding problem."
“This is a sad day for New Yorkers. The State Senate has failed to work constructively with the Assembly and Governor Paterson to save our transit system, leaving us with fare increases, service cuts and no funding for repairs. The economy is tough for every New Yorker. Yet every Senate Republican - and some Democrats - opposed the Ravitch plan, choosing to put politics ahead of what's best for their constituents. It is the same old story of how in Albany political opportunism comes first; the people come second. The Senate's actions will hurt millions of commuters and cost thousands of construction jobs. The Doomsday budget stands to turn the Big Apple into a shriveled prune,” said Felice Farber, director of external affairs, General Contractor’s Association of New York.
"It is very unfortunate that the MTA had no choice but make today's painful decision," said Marcia Bystryn, president of the New York League of Conservation Voters. "In the days ahead, we will be looking for leadership from Majority Leader Smith, Governor Paterson and Speaker Silver to stop these crippling service cuts and massive fare increases before they take effect. Transit riders must not be left to pay the price for Albany's inaction."
"Straphangers should be furious that the State Senate's inaction has caused enormous service cuts and fare hikes," says Paul Steely White, executive director of Transportation Alternatives. "If the Democratic majority doesn't have the votes to save the MTA, then they must reach out to the Republicans and forge a bipartisan plan."
"We all know someone who will be hit hard by these measures, and unfortunately, Long Island Bus riders will be hit the hardest.  LI Bus riders will see their fares jump 75% and will be unable to use unlimited Metrocards while at the same time seeing reduced service on some of the most important bus routes," says Kate Slevin, executive director, Tri-State Transportation Campaign.  

Members of the Empire State Transportation Alliance include: Regional Plan Association, NYPIRG Straphangers Campaign, General Contractors Association of New York, Environmental Defense Action Fund, Tri-State Transportation Campaign, New York State Laborers’, ACEC New York, Citizens Union Foundation, Campaign for New York’s Future, Construction Industry Council of New York, Long Island Contractor’s Association, Natural Resources Defense Council, New York State Building and Construction Trades Council, New York League of Conservation Voters, Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee to MTA, Transportation Alternatives.
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