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New Report Examines Practices for New Newark Waterfront Park

August 14, 2009 (New York, NY) – Regional Plan Association today released a report examining urban parks management in New Jersey. The report was conducted to establish principles to guide the City of Newark Central Planning Board’s recently adopted Master Plan Re-examination Report, which includes the establishment of a park along the Passaic River.  

The report reviewed practices at major urban parks in New Jersey and found that:

· all major parks (with the exception of Morristown Green) are publicly funded and managed by public entities;

· parks that complement their financing through conservancies have more active stewardship, use and programming;

· parks can benefit from a coordinated and managed relationship with private land owners adjacent to the park; and

· design varies greatly amongst parks and care should be given to balance passive and active recreational uses such as marinas, real estate and other attractions.

With these practices in mind, the report lays out a vision for the new Newark waterfront park that is publicly owned, funded and managed and funded by a government entity, and achieves the goal of engaging adjacent landowners in a stewardship process to complement the contributions of the public sector.

The report was undertaken by RPA as information on parks management in New Jersey was lacking when the City of Newark began looking at what practices to use when establishing the waterfront district and park along the Passaic.
“With plans moving ahead for the future waterfront park, stewardship guidelines need to be made so the park is maintained, accessible and retains its character,” said L. Nicolas Ronderos, Director Urban Development Programs.  “The riverfront is a key underutilized asset for the City and plans should reach the right balance between real estate development to help finance park needs and the amount of park space.”

“We hope this report analysis will help inform what the ideal park operational structure will be,” continued Ronderos.  “Identifying potential ownership and management structures will help all stakeholders achieve a successful new park.”
Newark has just 2.9 acres of open space per 1,000 residents, ranking it at the bottom of all major American cities.  The new waterfront park aims to connect neighborhoods, improve resident’s quality of life and demonstrate the City’s commitment to a more sustainable future and seeks to fulfill the goals of the new Master Plan Re-examination Report of ensuring that all Newark residents live within a 10-minute radius of safe and attractive parks.

This report was made possible through the generous support of The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The Fund for New Jersey and the Victoria Foundation. The complete report can be found on web at http://www.rpa.org/pdf/NJRiverfrontParks.pdf.
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