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LEADERS GATHER AT WALDORF TO DISCUSS ENERGY, WATER AND INFRASTRUCTURE CRISIS FACING NY REGION AND COUNTRY
PELOSI DELIVERS NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE SPEECH
ON ANNIVERSARY OF BLOOMBERG SUSTAINIBILITY AGENDA, STAKEHOLDERS REVIEW, DISCUSS POST-CONGESTION PRICING PLANS



NEW YORK, NY (April 18, 2008) – Over six hundred political, business and planning leaders from across the country gathered today at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in Midtown for Regional Plan Association’s (RPA) 18th annual Regional Assembly.  The half-day conference featured keynote speeches, plenary panels and workshops to discuss critical energy, water and infrastructure issues facing the New York metropolitan region.

“RPA is delighted to bring together leaders from around the region and across the country that are at the forefront of adapting our economy, our transportation systems, our open space and our workforce towards a more sustainable future,” said Robert D. Yaro, President, Regional Plan Association.  “Right now our country is seriously lacking comprehensive vision to tackle these issues.  We must adapt to the new energy, climate and economic realities facing the region, the nation and the world or face losing our competitive edge.”

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives, headlined the Assembly, entitled “Oil and Water: Adapting to Scarcity,” with a major speech on her vision for a national infrastructure investment plan.


Speaker Pelosi said, “In the tradition begun in the earliest days of our nation, we issue a challenge to rebuild and renew America.  In doing so, we face two opportunities: to invest in our nation’s infrastructure, and to reverse climate change. We can and must do both at the same time.”

Congressman Earl Blumenauer (D-Ore) delivered the morning keynote on the current infrastructure crisis facing the nation and the need to remain economically competitive, protect the environment, and secure the nation while preparing for the challenges of the 21st century.

“Investing in our infrastructure is an investment in our economy and our future. Poor planning and a lack of adequate funding in recent years has led to wasted resources, lost productivity as freight and commuters idle in traffic, and has led to some projects deteriorating to the point where it’s a public safety issue, as we’ve seen from levee breaches in New Orleans and the bridge collapse in Minneapolis. It is time for a national vision that prepares our transportation, water, and energy systems for the challenges of the 21st century. I applaud RPA for assembling us today and thank Speaker Pelosi for her leadership in helping us build a stronger America.”


Judith Rodin, President of the Rockefeller Foundation, chaired this year’s Assembly.  In her opening remarks, she spoke about the importance of transportation infrastructure for Americans, and the environmental, economic security, and social mobility considerations that must inform sound public policy.  Rodin urged Assembly attendees to continue playing a leadership role in influencing public discourse and building new, non-partisan coalitions to advocate for major infrastructure investments.  

“In a democracy, transportation is a crucial pathway to economic opportunity,” she said.  “Transportation does not just move citizens from one place to another; it’s a conduit to the American dream.  As we develop and implement 21st century policy solutions, we must always be mindful to guarantee equal opportunity.”


The Rockefeller Foundation is funding RPA’s America 2050 project, which is launching a major effort to develop a national plan to restore the nation’s transportation network and create greater transportation options.

Today’s event also marked the one year anniversary of New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s groundbreaking PlaNYC sustainability agenda, which the Mayor himself outlined at last year’s Assembly and included, as a cornerstone, a congestion pricing initiative.  Key officials, including New York City Department of Transportation Commissioner Janette Sadik-Kahn and Traffic Mitigation Commission Chair Marc Shaw participated in a morning breakout session entitled, “Regional Transportation: Making Cars Pay Their Way,” to discuss next steps to address the still outstanding dual issues of transit funding and traffic congestion.

“Even though we did not win state approval this time around, we did get people thinking about how the city would be a better place with less traffic,” said Commissioner Sadik-Khan. “The issue of congestion pricing or some type of fees on driving is not going away.”


Other highlights of the day included a presentation by Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin on how her city is engaging in a long term planning effort to address the current drought situation in the region.  Mayor Franklin’s address kicked off a moderated discussion amongst regional municipal leaders on how their cities are planning for climate change.

“As our part of a movement that has come to engage more than 800 U.S. mayors today, the Trenton Green initiative brings together relevant government agencies at all levels, our utility, our small businesses and large corporations, our schoolchildren and seniors, and the faith-based and community organizations with strong connections to the grassroots,” said Douglas H. Palmer, Mayor of Trenton, New Jersey, and current President of the United States Conference of Mayors.  “By working together, we believe we can succeed in leveraging partnerships for effective energy conservation, green-collar career development, green purchasing and operations, a healthy environment, and green building.  The greatest challenge, of course, is changing behavior, but we are making the case by demonstrating the long-term benefits and present-day savings from climate protection efforts.” 


“Stamford has been a state and national leader on environmental reforms,” said Stamford Mayor Dannel Malloy.  “I look forward to the opportunity at the Regional Plan Association’s Assembly to share ideas and information and hear about actions that Stamford can take to further our energy efficiency goals.” 


Other breakout sessions for this year’s Assembly included:


“Open Space: Protecting the Source,” a discussion led by former New Jersey Governor Jim Florio on adapting successful national models to preserve our region’s water reservoirs and aquifers.

“Community Design: Shrinking Our Footprint by Design,” a discussion moderated by Jonathan Rose, Principal, Jonathan Rose Companies LLC on how we reduce our dependency on oil by improving the design of our communities.

“Workforce: Emerging Regional “Green Collar” Jobs and Job Centers,” a discussion led by Ralph LaRossa, President and COO, PSE&G on the nature of the new “green economy” and what kind of jobs will it create.

“National Transportation: Moving People and Goods,” a panel led by Thomas F. Prendergast, SVP, Parsons Brinckerhoff on how we can move away from a fossil fuel dependent transportation system to one with cleaner options and more transportation options.

“Regional Transportation: Making Cars Pay Their Way,” a panel led by Timur Galen, Managing Director, Goldman Sachs, on ways in which can states use infrastructure investments as assets to be leveraged to fund new projects.
 
The title of this year’s Regional Assembly, “Water & Oil: Adapting to Scarcity,” was adopted to illustrate the resources that both drive a strong economy and stand as impediments to growth as they grow increasingly scarce.


“Our region’s resources must be better protected, and our dependence on resources from outside the region must diminish,” said Thomas K. Wright, RPA Executive Director. “This year’s event was a forum to discuss how to drive this agenda and make the most of our region’s natural capital.”
Regional Plan Association (RPA) is an independent, not-for-profit regional planning organization that improves the livability, sustainability and economic competitiveness of the 31-county New York-New Jersey-Connecticut region through research, planning, and advocacy. For more than 80 years, RPA has been shaping transportation systems, protecting open spaces, and promoting better community design for the region's continued growth. We anticipate the challenges the region will face in the years to come, and we mobilize the region's civic, business, and government sectors to take action. For more information, visit www.rpa.org.
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