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Thank you Judith (Rodin). Thank you for your inspiring message, for your kind introduction and most especially for your leadership and the commitment that the Rockefeller Foundation has exhibited. It is having a ripple effect through the philanthropic community and adding an important component to the vast coalition that we need, that you talked about. 
You may have noticed that I am not John Corzine. For those of you who got up early to come expecting to hear the Governor, I deeply, deeply apologize. There’s a pattern here, I mean, some of you may remember last year, he used the excuse that he was in intensive care, as an excuse to not join with us, right Bob (Yaro)? This year it’s the Pope. I’m not going to say anything about the man’s priorities, but I’m sure his not being here had nothing to do with the editorial in the (New York) Times, Wednesday, about making it easier in New Jersey to pave wetlands and accelerate development in an uncoordinated fashion with transportation. I’m sure that’s already been worked out. 

It is a great pleasure for me to be back with you. There is no more important conversation that is going on than what you are doing here today, organized around the theme of oil and water and I am pleased to see some advocates. 

Oil, Judith, I think, we are starting to understand was already far too expensive for us, way before it hit a hundred and fifteen dollars a barrel. And water, has been integrated into this ongoing conversation, in a way that it is sort of a precursor of our challenge with climate change, global warming, extreme weather events. 
And I am pleased that you have some people here – I noticed my colleague Don Payne, who has been the champion of dealing with water issues internationally and what it means for the health and welfare of people. I salute your leadership in making that issue part of the forefront for health and well-being of people around the world. 
And of course you have the water queen here, Mayor (Shirley) Franklin, who has really forged a fascinating path, in terms of dealing with this critical urban challenge. Eleven hundred communities around the country have similar challenges, not as great as what the mayor has faced in Atlanta, but it is part of a larger set of issues. 

Issues that you may not be hearing much about as you listen to the televised debates with all the talk about sniper fire and flag lapel pins. You miss the fact that America is truly caught up in the perfect storm of events—a hollowed out economy, increasing threats to quality of life, challenges abroad, and saving the planet in the face of the reality of global warming. The American public understands these issues at some fundamental level. 
It’s interesting for me, last Friday, I had the opportunity to address a conference of journalists that were brought from around the country to help understand these issues, how to report them, what the science, what the policies are—of course Mr. Yaro was there as you would expect. 
Friday night we were having a dinner at the Lippman House (Harvard University)—people drinking wine and having nice food, and people sort of talking in an intellectual way about the significance of these issues. The next night I was in a firehouse in New Albany, Pennsylvania, population 306, for a chicken dinner that is sponsored by a church. 
I was there as part of a campaign effort for Senator Obama and the juxtaposition of those two events was so jarring for me. Where people, maybe they weren’t bitter, but they were certainly perplexed—perplexed about why they were being short changed by public policy. Whether its agriculture, transportation, or energy—and how they are going to be involved in that broader conversation. And that, to me, is the essence of why what you are doing here today is so important. 

Because at core, the public understands that the country is falling apart. And it’s not just bridges, it’s not just transit systems, it’s not just a passenger rail system that we cannot dignify by calling it third world. We have freight movement problems that are expanding exponentially. And what is under the streets is even in worse shape—as you will hear from Mayor Franklin – with seventy-two thousand miles of pipes and sewer over eighty years of age. And periodically we see these pictures in our paper where sinkholes open up and swallow public works trucks. I’m embarrassed that the last one I saw was in my home town of Portland, Oregon. We are given a rating of D-minus by the American Society of Civil Engineers and our trust fund for highways is moving into deficit for the first time history. 
As much as some would suggest that there isn’t really a federal role in all of this, in terms of planning for, renewing, and rebuilding America, you know that the planning vision was in fact a critical part of America’s heritage. 
This year we marked the bicentennial of the Gallatin Plan, commissioned by President Jefferson, who had just recently risen above principle for the Louisiana Purchase. He commissioned his Treasury Secretary to develop a plan, to knit together a rag tag group of thirteen colonies into a transcontinental nation. And the success of that plan helped bring about public-private partnerships that resulted in the Erie Canal, legislation and partnerships for the transcontinental railroad, using publicly controlled lands to be able to finance educational infrastructure. It was a vision and a set of policies that fueled the economic growth of our country for most of the 1800s. 
In 1908, President Theodore Roosevelt, on the centennial, brought together the nation’s governors, for the first time in our nation’s history—it was actually the beginning of the National Governor’s Association—for another national conference; another national plan. Out of the effort came our National Park Service, large hydro projects, irrigation. It was actually that that helped put in motion the national planning efforts that were in the basement of the White House—husbanded, I’m reminded, by our friends at RPA—by one of your founders Frederick Delano, the president’s uncle, that created the vision that ultimately was signed into law by President Eisenhower, the National Defense Interstate Highway system. And that vision fueled economic growth for most of the 1900s. 
1808, 1908—you can see where we are going here—2008, its time for an infrastructure plan to deal with the challenges of our century, in a comprehensive way. Not just roads and bridges and waterways; rail, aviation, ports, broadband, energy transmission, pipelines. We need a comprehensive approach to how we are going to renew and rebuild America.

And I will tell you from my personal experience that—this is planning experience. I come from a city on the upper Left coast, that had the first comprehensive energy plan of any major American city and that was part of the first statewide comprehensive land-use planning system. The integration, the re-introduction of the first modern streetcar, light rail, a cycling vision – even though it rains all the time in my community, Portlanders are nine times more likely to ride a bike than the national average. 
The collection of those policies makes a difference for the lives of ordinary Portlanders. We drive 20% less than the average American and that’s even before we hit $5 a gallon gasoline – that makes a difference. They are stuck in traffic less than their compatriots in other parts of the community, and in terms of dollars and cents, and Judith is right about that linkage between transportation and housing, we have $2,500 more per family that we are not wasting, needlessly, on transportation. 
Because of the structure of the auto industry and the oil industry, that is money that doesn’t leave our community--$800 million that stays there to re-circulate. With sound planning we have more stable home values that haven’t been hit with this housing bubble. 
We can do the same thing nationally. It’s time for the federal government to step up with a new vision about how these pieces fit together. 
Part of it, as Judith intimated, deals with investment. We’re losing the infrastructure investment around the world and it has national security implications. It wasn’t, as Mr. Yaro will tell you, our nuclear weapons that caused the collapse of the Soviet Union and the Berlin Wall to be torn down – they couldn’t compete with us economically. 
Today, as you take a 237 mile an hour maglev from downtown Shanghai to a modern airport and say you land at Kennedy airport and then you take a cab into town, loosening your fillings, you can speculate about who is winning the battle of infrastructure. We are investing less in infrastructure, as near as I can tell, than any time in our history—one-half of a percentage less of GDP than we invested during the Reagan administration. Less than a third of our discretionary non-defense expenditures than we did in the Kennedy administration. And we are being outspent by the Indians 7 to 1 and by the Chinese almost 15 to 1. 
What we have is not sustainable and it is resulting in serious consequences. So, yes we need more money. But I will tell you having worked in this arena for a third of a century; it is not just about money. It is the vision that we have for how money is to be spent, expenditures being coordinated, and it is the value proposition – how much we extract from each dollar that is being spent. 
My friend Jim Simpson is here, head of the Federal Transit Administration. He has inherited a hodgepodge of policies. He has people right now who are cranking away on formulas – because that is how the system works – that have no relationship to how any transit agency in America is run, but that’s the system. 
We reintroduced the first modern streetcar in the United States in the last 60 years. It has led to, for those of you that have visited Portland and looked at what it’s done to attract new investment, billions of dollars in our little community. But under the bizarre federal system, we get no credit for a trip not taken. 

But it’s people like Mr. (Jonathan) Rose, building immediately adjacent to a streetcar or light rail, or transit, instead of greenfield development—that’s a million pounds of carbon a year. That’s how we solve the problem. 
In part, we have to change the value proposition to squeeze more money out of how each federal dollar is invested. If we can be more convincing that we can rise above past practices, petty jurisdictional battles, a lack of trust and confidence, unnecessary partisanship, I’m convinced that we can obtain the support of the public for the resources that we need. 
In 277 days there will be a new era in Washington, D.C. Now, there is a little difference between the Republican and the Democrats who are in the finals, here, about infrastructure. If you look at what Senator Obama and Senator Clinton have done there are actually some pretty thoughtful approaches. Senator McCain this year, actually this week, suggested that we have a gas tax holiday sending all the right messages about price, cost, about how we deal with the trust fund deficit – that we have for the first time in our history. But there is one area where all three agree. We are moving into a carbon constrained economy. Whether it’s Clinton, McCain, or Obama that is going to create, and potentially transfer, significant resources that can help you, here, in the metropolitan area, realize your vision of sustainable development. 
I would suggest that our challenge is to join with our friends in the philanthropic community to build the coalition to have the right type of conversation. I would suggest that we have gatherings in every congressional district in America—to talk about the nature of that federal-local partnership, to talk about the vision, to talk about what our individual plans are and how it fits into a larger scheme. I would suggest that we take this magnificent publication, that talks about ten mega-regions, and let’s have ten mega-conferences that elevate and talk about the challenges, where the growth, the congestion, the energy, and the opportunities lie. 

And maybe we can work with Governor Rendell and Mayor Bloomberg and have a national infrastructure summit this fall, where we invite the two major candidates to join with the broad coalition and talk about what they are going to do. Because we can’t afford to wait until 2009. We need it on the agenda now. 

RPA has played a critical role. I find your intrepid staff and your materials across the country, when I visit—when I am not bumping into Bob personally. People look at what you are doing. The Speaker cringes when I say this, but New York is the financial capital, the media capital, it is the capital of philanthropy, and even in terms of popular culture, the films may be produced in California, but the Honeymooners, Desi and Lucy, Seinfeld, and Friends are right here in New York. You make a difference. And frankly, if we don’t get a handle on a country that is falling apart, on global warming, extreme weather events, you have more people at risk than any other concentration in the country. 
I deeply appreciate the opportunity to share some of my biases with you. I look forward to working with you, to be able to carry this message, to engage people, to have an infrastructure plan for this century, to revitalize the state, local, federal-private partnership so that we have more livable communities, and that all our families are safer, healthier, and more economically secure. Thank you very much. 
