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| ntr oduction

Attached are Regional Plan Association’s findings from a series of focus group meetings and
one-on-one interviews that were conducted in the Appalachian Highlands of New Y ork and New
Jersey in cooperation with the USDA Forest Service.

These meetings were intended to help the USDA Forest Service better understand the challenges
and opportunities facing three key stakeholder groups in Highlands Region: (1) Natural resource
and park managers in the public and private sector; (2) Land use planners and consultants from
state and local government and private industry; and (3) Developers and builders. Forty-five
stakeholders were asked to identify the challenges and opportunities facing the Highlands; the
information, technical capacity, and funding to address them; and specific role that the Forest
Service could play in providing needed assistance. Note that this was not intended to be a
consensus-building exercise among all the parties involved in the Highlands. RPA specifically
sought out participation from professionalsin the field, rather than advocates from the
conservation or development community.

The perspective and interests identified by these individuals are summarized and interpreted by
RPA in the pages that follow. Alsoincluded in the report isalist of participantsin the meetings,
the meeting agenda, meeting programs for the two large group meetings, and a description of
existing USDA Forest Service cooperative programs that was developed for this project.

While this document will be used by the Forest Service to craft both an overall agenda and/or
support a series of discrete projectsin the Highlands, it is hoped that it will also be useful to
othersin their on-going work and responsibilities.

This project was supported by the USDA Forest Service and Regional Plan Association. It was
written by Robert Pirani, RPA Director of Environmental Programs, in cooperation with Marcus
Phelps, Highlands Coordinator for the USDA Forest Service. Christian Michel of RPA and
Brooks Mullahy of the Morris Arboretum helped organize and facilitate the meetings. Special
thanks are due to Dr. Angela Cristini and Ramapo College of New Jersey and Carol Rufener and
Morris 2000 for hosting focus group meetingsin their facilities.



Report Highlights

Respondents Expressed an Interest in Having the USDA Forest Service Play an Active
Rolein the Highlands. They all saw a positive role for the Forest Service.

Forest Service Involvement should focus on Forestry and Natural Resource
Management in the Context of a Changing L andscape.

Forest Service Activity Should Blend Highlands-Wide I nfor mation Gathering and
Awar eness Campaigns with Specific “ On-the-Ground” Projectsthat build L ocal and
Stakeholder Support.

Compiling Regional Inventorieson the Highlandsis Desired by both Public and Private
Decision-Makers. All stakeholders, including many developers, support projects associated
with land acquisition and early identification of conservation priorities. Potential Forest
Service projects could include an assessment of forest resources and water quality across the
entire Highlands.

Thereisa Need to Convene Stakeholdersat a Variety of Scalesand | ssues, Especially
Across Political Boundaries. The Forest Service could conduct forums on issues ranging
from land acquisition and park management to interstate water quality. It could create
partnerships to guide decision-making in smaller watersheds.

Developersand Plannersare Frustrated by a Lack of Good I nformation and
Professional Capacity at theLocal Level. Potential projectsinclude pilot “carrying-
capacity” analyses on issues such as local water supply and stormwater/non-point source
management to publication of best management practices for retaining forest cover and
aternativesto large lot zoning.

I mplementing Ecosystem-Based M anagement Strategies Requires Better Technical
Information, Political Support for Public Land Managers, and Incentivesfor Private
Landowners. Potential projects include the development and dissemination of a model
management plan for a specific forest/park and an education program to reform and expand
use of forest tax assessment laws.



Creating a Forestry Agenda
for the NY —NJ Highlands

The goals of the Forest Service in the New Y ork — New Jersey Highlands should be to:

Help Maintain and Manage Forested L andscapes Recognizing Vaues Ranging from
Production to Preservation;

Minimize Forest Fragmentation, Parcelization, and Conversion;

Promote Better Management of Water Resources;

Protect Biodiversity and Habitat Values; and

Create Opportunities for Recreation and Public Access.

These goals can be met by combining Highlands-wide and project-specific education, planning,
and stewardship efforts. Asdetailed in the pages that follow, the Forest Service should
undertake initiatives to increase awareness of natural resource values, help coordinate state and
local decision-making, and provide better and more consistent information across the entire
Highland region. These region-wide objectives could be accomplished in part through an update
of the 1992 Highlands Regional Study. Another way to characterize this effort is as a special
multi-state, focused revision of the state Forest Resource Plans. Thisregiona assessment should
be combined with specific on-the-ground projects to acquire fee-simple property or easements,
assist local land use planners, and improve stewardship of public and private landsin the
Highlands. These action-oriented efforts can solve immediate resource management iSsues,
demonstrate Forest Service capability and the importance of ecosystem-based approaches, and
help build a constituency for future federal involvement in the Highlands. In creating all of these
programs, the Forest Service should:

Involve the Public in Highlands Management I ssues

Improve Regiona Coordination

Encourage Decision Making Based on Long Term Goals

Respect Private Property Rights

Improve Stewardship of Private Lands

Help Inform Decision-making by Providing Sound Fiscal, Planning and Scientific
Knowledge

Help Provide Certainty in the Devel opment Process

Build on the Strong Partnership between the Forest Service and the State Foresters

Creating a Forestry Agendafor the NY — NJ Highlands — Page 2
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ATTACHMENTS

MEETING PARTICIPANTS
MEETING AGENDA
MEETING PROGRAM
DESCRIPTION OF COOPERATIVE PROGRAMS

USDA FOREST SERVICE,
STATE AND PRIVATE FORESTRY



USDA FOREST SERVICE
NY -NJHIGHLANDS LAND USE PLANNING GROUP PARTICIPANTS
JANUARY 21, 1999

Name:

Agency:

Address:

Michael Bolan

Banisch Associates

P.O. Box
Sergeantsville, NJ 08557
Tel.: 908-782-2258

Eileen Banyra

EFP Associates

1009 Willow Ave,

Hoboken, NJ 07030
Tel.: 973-233-0300
Fax.: 973-233-0151

John Carlton

Carlton Design

168 Alexander Ave,
Montclair, NJ 07043
Tel.: 973-783-4424

Jeffrey Anzevino

Scenic Hudson

9 Vassar Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
Tel.: 914-473-4440

Tim Dillingham Highlands Coalition Bamboo Brook 170 Longview Dr.
Far Hills, NJ07931
Tel.: 908-234-1225

Sally Dudley Assoc. of NJ Environmental P.O. Box 157,

Commission Mendham, NJ 07945

Tel.: 973-539-7547

James Hall NJDEP CN 404
Station Plaza 5

501 East State Street, Floor
Trenton, NJ 08625-0404
Tel.: 609-292-3541




Name:

Agency: Address:

Maria Elena Jennette

Office of Assemblywoman 124 W. Washington Ave.
Connie Myers Washington, NJ 07882
Tel.: 908-835-1202

Maureen Ogden

Governor’s Task Force 59 Lakeview Avenue
on New Jersey Outdoors Short Hills, NJ 07078
Tel.: 973-467-1717

Michelle Power

Putnam County Division of R.R.9- Box 331
Planning Fair Street
Carmel, NY 10512
Tel.: 914-657-8714

Howard Prodder

Attorney, Town of Cornwall 158 Orange Avenue, P.O. Box 367
Walden, NY 12586
Tel.: 914-778-2121

Barbara Walsh

Office of 33 West State Street, P.O. Box 204
State Planning Trenton, NJ 08625
Tel.: 609-292-3155

Stuart Turner

Turner Associates 2 Executive Blvd., Suite 401
Suffern, NY 10901
Tel.: 914-368-1472

Ray Zabihach

Morris County P.O. Box 900
Planning Board Morristown NJ 07920
Tel.: 973-829-8120




Observers and Facilitators:

Joe Tyrrell

Office of Congressman
Raobert Torricelli

1 Riverfront Plaza, 3rd Floor
Newark, NJ 07102
Tel.: 973-624-5555

Helene Cleveland

USDA Forest Service

U.S. Army Environmental Center
SFIM/AEC/EQN

Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD 21010
Tel.: 410-436-1558

Gerard D. Herte

USDA Forest Service

5 Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 200
Radnor, PA 19587
Tel.: 610-975-4124

Brooks Mullahy

Morris Arboretum

9414 Meadow Brook
Philadelphia, PA 19118
Tel.: 215-247-5777, Ext. 152

Mar cus Phelps USDA Forest Service 20 Route 23
Franklin, NJ 07426
Tel.: 973-827-6100

Robert Pirani Regional Plan Association 4 |rving Place

New York, NY 10003
Tel.: 212-253-2727, Ext. 305

Christian Michel

Regional Plan Association

4 Irving Place
New York, NY 10003
Tel.: 212-253-2727, Ext. 341




USDA FOREST SERVICE
NY -NJ HIGHLANDS FOREST RESOURCES GROUP PARTICIPANTS
JANUARY 20, 1999

Name: Agency: Address:
Tom Bullock NJ Forestry Association 225 Walnut Street
Haddonfield, NJ 08033
Tel.: 609-696-5300
Marc Pitchell NJDEP Div. of 20 Route 23
Parks & Forestry Franklin NJ 07416
Tel.: 973-827-6200
Emil DeVito New Jersey Bamboo Brook 170 Longview Dr.
Conservation Foundation Far Hills, NJ07931
Tel.: 908-234-1225
John Meyers NY/NJ Trail Conference 232 Madison Ave,,

New York, NY 10016
Tel.: 212-685-9699

Peter Terlouw

Passaic River Codlition

246 Madisonville Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
Tel.: 908-766-7550

Bob Herberger

New Y ork State Department
of Environmenta Conservation

Putt Corners Road,
New Paltz, NY 12561
Tel.: 914-256-3000

Barbara Spinweber

US EPA Region 2

290 Broadway,
New York NY 10007
Tel.: 212-637-3554




Christina Gray

Picatinny Arsenal

PSED, Building 319

Picatinny Arsenal, NJ 07806-5000

Tel.: 973-724-4716

Rick Lathrop

Rutgers University

Rutgers Univ. Dept. of Natural
Resources Cook College
New Brunswick, NJ 08903
Tel.: 732-932-1580

Wayne Martin

New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection

Forestry Service
20 Route 23
Franklin, NJ 07426
Tel.: 973-827-6100

Warren Reiss

Scenic Hudson

9 Vassar Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
Tel.: 914-473-4440 Ext. 229

Douglas Tavella

Forestry Consultant

P.O. Box 313,
Newton NJ 07860
Tel.: 973-579-2749

Lydia LewisWalsh

NY C Dept. of Environmental.

P.O. Box 370

Protection Shokan, NY 12481
Tel.: 914-657-6786
Ed Toth Metro Forest Council 95 Prospect Park West
Brooklyn, NY 11215
Tel.: 718-788-8500
Jim Gell Sterling Forest State Park 713 Route 17

Tuxedo Park, NY 109
Tel.: 914-351-5907
Fax.: 914-351-5920




Observers and Facilitators:

Joe Tyrrell Office of Congressman 1 Riverfront Plaza, 3rd Floor
Raobert Torricelli Newark, NJ 07102
Tel.: 973-624-5555
Joe Salter Office of Congressman 407 E. Main Street P.O. Box 358
Benjamin Gilman Middletown, NY 10940-0358
Tel.: 914-343-6666
Melissa Nichols Office of Congressman 1 Morris Street
Rodney Freylinghousen Morristown, NJ 07960
Tel.: 973-984-0711
Lisa Plevin Office of Sen. Frank Lautenberg 1 Newark Center 14th Floor

Newark, NJ 07102
Tel.: 973-645-3030

Helene Cleveland

USDA Forest Service

U.S. Army Environmental Center
SFIM/AEC/EQN

Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD 21010
Tel.: 410-436-1558

Gerard D. Hertédl

USDA Forest Service

5 Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 200
Radnor, PA 19587
Tel.: 610-975-4124

Brooks Mullahy

Morris Arboretum

9414 Meadow Brook
Philadelphia, PA 19118
Tel.: 215-247-5777, Ext. 152

Marcus Phelps USDA Forest Service 20 Route 23
Franklin, NJ 07426
Tel.: 973-827-6100

Robert Pirani Regional Plan Association 4 |rving Place

New York, NY 10003
Tel.: 212-253-2727, Ext. 305

Christian Michel

Regional Plan Association

4 |rving Place
New York, NY 10003
Tel.: 212-253-2727, Ext. 341




USDA FOREST SERVICE
NY -NJ HIGHLANDS DEVELOPMENT GROUP PARTICIPANTS
SPRING, 1999

Name: Agency: Address:

William Epstein E and H Developers PO Box 258
Pittstown, NJ 08867
T: 908-835-9555

Harold Leppler Coving Associates 322 Clock Tower Commons
Covington Management Brewster, NY 10509
T: 914-279-9656

Paul Schwartzberg Summit Ventures LLC 108 Main Street
New Paltz, NY 12561
T: 914-255-1203

Charles Place R.R. 2, Box 233
Garrison, NY 10524
T: 914-424-3707

Thomas Gissen Ginsburg Development Corp. 245 Saw Mill River Road
Hawthorne, NY 10532
T: 914-747-3600

Bruce L ozito Community Planning and 3102 Victoria Drive
Development Consultants Mount Kisco, NY 10549
T: 914-747-3600 x3031

Stewart Sendell Morris 2000 2 Ridgedale Avenue
Cedar Knolls, NJ 07927
T: 973-984-2000

John Mored Community Builders Association 9 Whippany Road
Of New Jersey Building B-2, Suite 3
Whippany, NJ 07981

T: 201-887-2888

Alan Obstler Kinnelon Center Associates 70 Cutlass Road
Kinnelon, NJ 07405
T: 973-838-1845

Carol Rufener Morris 2000 2 Ridgedae Avenue
Cedar Knolls, NJ 07927
T: 973-984-2000




