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Act Swiftly on Ravitch Plan to Rescue Transit System, 

Say Groups

Launch “Keep New York Moving” Campaign
NEW YORK - A broad coalition of civic, business, labor and environmental groups today called for swift action on the recently-released Ravitch Commission plan to save New York’s transit system, and vowed to press for public support for investment.
The Commission, appointed by Governor Paterson in June, was charged with “recommending strategies to fund MTA capital projects and operating needs over the next ten years,” and developed the plan through extensive consultations with legislative leaders and a series of public hearings.  The Metropolitan Transportation Authority is facing both a huge capital shortfall – with a $17 billion hole in its upcoming five-year rebuilding plan – and a projected $1.2 billion operating deficit for 2009. 

“Now it is time for the City and State to act,” said Bob Yaro, co-chair of the Empire State Transportation Alliance and president of Regional Plan Association.  “The recovery of our region’s economy depends on it; the option of doing nothing is not on the table. The MTA is facing a $3 billion per year train wreck otherwise.” 
The groups were joined by Westchester County Executive Andy Spano who said, “Mass transit is vital to our region and must have adequate public support.”
Members of the coalition praised former MTA Chairman Ravitch and the commission for their thoughtful recommendations. They added that they believed that city and state leaders now had the chance to hammer some combination of the proposals into a stable funding program to keep commuter rails, buses and the subways running and growing to meet riders’ needs.

“The Ravitch report provides many great recommendations but now the work begins of making the tough choices for saving the transit system,” said Kevin Corbett, co-chair of the Empire State Transportation Alliance.  “We call for swift action to address the long-term capital issues of repair, maintenance and expansion.  In this economic climate, finalizing a plan is particularly important for jobs and the economy.”
“Adequate support for operating, maintaining, and expanding New York's transit system is essential for not only the New York City metropolitan region but also for the economic well being of New York State,” said Jim Melius, President of the New York Roadway Improvement Coalition. “We have procrastinated for too long.  We need to provide a solid base of support for the MTA now and for the future.”

“We applaud Richard Ravitch and the Commission for offering ideas about how to save our transit system from collapse. Going forward, we will need strong leadership to turn the ideas into reality,” said Kate Slevin, executive director of the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, a regional policy watchdog group.  “There will be tough choices but we must share the transit system’s cost. Everyone benefits from our robust public transportation network, so everyone should share the burden of paying for it.”
In addition to calling for swift action, several groups have launched a campaign to generate public support for transit investment including setting up a website, www.KeepNewYorkMoving.org and have distributed leaflets to transit riders urging they take action at the site. Thousands have already signed the online petition and postcards in support. The groups vowed a full-court press until action is agreed upon by the legislature.
 “Our message is clear: in tough times, it’s time to invest in transportation infrastructure,” said Denise Richardson, managing director of the General Contractor’s Association of New York. “If we make our subways, buses and commuter lines better, we are creating jobs and investing in our economy, mobility and our future.”
“Riders are looking to Governor Paterson and the legislature to come to our rescue,” said Gene Russianoff, senior attorney for the Straphangers Campaign.  “We urge them to agree on new revenue sources to make sure the costs and benefits of transit are shared fairly.”
“The Ravitch Commission recognized that transit is the lifeblood of New York City’s economy and environment, and that New York needs an MTA investment plan that responds to today’s economic realities,” said Andy Darrell, vice president for Living Cities at Environmental Defense Fund, a member of New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s Sustainability Advisory Board and the 2007 New York State Traffic Mitigation Commission.  “We applaud the Ravitch Commission for recognizing the need for bold action, and seeking ways to fund transit that helps commuters get out of their cars and into trains and buses, contributing to less traffic and a healthier environment.”
“Riders already bear an extremely high percentage of the cost of transit service and are now threatened with an even higher burden,” said William Henderson, Executive Director of the Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee to the MTA. “It is time for our elected officials to back up their statements of support for transit with decisive action to ensure all who benefit from the MTA system will make an appropriate contribution to meeting its operating and capital needs.”

“This report clarifies critical steps that are necessary for our transit system to economically survive,” said Richard Kassel, senior attorney at that Natural Resources Defense Council.  “Now, our elected leaders must adopt a sound financial program for the MTA that gives straphangers more elbow room on the subways and buses, gives train riders more legroom, and creates new transit options to make commuter easier for everyone.”
“With the MTA facing its worst crisis in a generation, business-as-usual will not cut it this time. Unless legislators take the Ravitch Report and act now, the riding public will face skyrocketing fares and crippling service cuts,” says Paul Steely White, Executive Director of Transportation Alternatives.
“In difficult economic times the very projects that will pull us out of a recession will be centered around transit.  Now is not a time to cut back on transit service,” said Eric Alexander, executive director of Vision Long Island.
“Full, fair funding for a high-quality transit system is vital to keep New York moving toward a greener, healthier, more prosperous future, especially as we confront climate change, continued population growth and global economic turmoil,” said Michael O’Loughlin, director for the Campaign for New York’s Future. “The Commission’s recommendations should jumpstart action from our elected leaders to advance a plan that stems the draconian cuts threatened today while also making the long-term investments that are so essential to New York’s long-term environmental and economic sustainability.”

Those signing on to today’s call for action include prominent members of the business, civic and labor community including Regional Plan Association, NYPIRG Straphangers Campaign, Tri-State Transportation Campaign, New York League of Conservation Voters, Environmental Defense Fund, General Contractor’s Association of New York, Campaign for New York’s Future, New York Building Congress, Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee to the MTA, Long Island Contractor’s Association of New York State, Natural Resources Defense Council, Construction Industry Council, Associated General Contractors of NYS, Transportation Alternatives, Vision Long Island, American Council of Engineering Companies, New York Roadway Improvement Coalition, New York State Laborers’ Unions, Building Trades Employers’ Association, CIVITAS, TIME / To Improve Municipal Efficiency, NYU Rudin Center for Transportation Policy and Management and Partnership for Sustainable Ports, Inc. Many of the groups are part of the Empire State Transportation Alliance, a longstanding and broad coalition dedicated to building support for transit investment. 
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