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FROM:           Empire State Transportation Alliance/Keep New York Moving Campaign
CONTACT:
Neysa Pranger at (917) 532-0567; npranger@rpa.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Thursday, May 7, 2009
BUSINESS, CIVIC, LABOR, ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS ON BOARD WITH TRANSIT RESCUE PLAN: CAUTION THE JOB IS NOT DONE
NEW YORK, May 7, 2009 – The Empire State Transportation Alliance – a coalition of business, civic, labor and environmental organizations supporting investment in transportation – and the Keep New York Moving Campaign today released the following statement:

The Empire State Transportation Alliance congratulates lawmakers in Albany for reaching a deal to rescue the region’s transit system that will save riders from severe fare hikes and service cuts and provide the healthy start to the MTA’s critical capital program to keep the system running for the long term. While we are disappointed that the capital program is not fully funded for five years, and while questions remain about the capital program’s size and which projects in need will be funded, it is a start and we look forward to working with lawmakers in the coming months to ensure a complete and robust five-year rebuilding program. 
While the legislature failed to enact bridge tolls, which our coalition continues to support and believes will be part of any long term financing package for future transit needs, an attempt was made to spread the burden amongst drivers, riders and businesses. 
All New Yorkers, especially those voiced their opinion to the state legislature over the past five months, should be relieved a plan is in place.  Making the region’s subway, bus and commuter lines a priority is an investment for the future, promotes a cleaner environment, saves people money, increases mobility and will help keep or create the jobs hardworking New Yorkers need. 
“The Legislature and Governor Paterson are to be commended for taking action to avoid catastrophe and keep critical construction projects going,” said Robert Yaro, President of Regional Plan Association and co-chair of the Empire State Transportation Alliance. “Now we need to insure that we finish the job of funding capital improvements so we don’t end up back where we started two years from now.” 

“We’re relieved the logjam in Albany has been broken and the short term operating and capital needs of the transit system will be met,” said Kevin S. Corbett, co-chair, Empire State Transportation Alliance. “Our groups remain committed to working with the Governor and the legislature this coming fall to identify the outstanding repair and building projects and secure the balance of funding needed to keep the nation’s largest transit system safe and reliable.”
“The MTA bailout is good news for transit riders. It will halve the proposed fare hike, shelve awful service cuts and provide funds for two years of transit rebuilding projects,” said Gene Russianoff, staff attorney for the Straphangers Campaign.
“Passing the MTA financing plan is a step in the right direction, but it cannot be the last,” said Denise Richardson, Managing Director of the General Contractors Association of New York.  ”The Capital plan is essential to New York’s infrastructure future and we must remember we are only part of the way there.  More work must be done to set the MTA on secure financial footing and ensure that the core infrastructure projects are fully funded and expansion projects are completed.”
“Our political leaders deserve credit for ending this crisis for today,” said Mary Barber, Managing Director of Living Cities for Environmental Defense Fund. ”Now they must commit to providing a reliable and sustainable source of funds to ensure a healthy and robust transit system for tomorrow.”
“We’re pleased to see an agreement that will spare riders from extreme fare increases and damaging service cuts, but the future of the MTA system also depends upon stable and reliable funding for capital needs,” said William Henderson, executive director, Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee to the MTA. “We need to move promptly to ensure that these needs are met beyond the next two years.”
“Raising $2 billion in tough economic times and a divided political climate is no simple task, and this plan’s passage is a serious accomplishment,” said Paul Steely White, Executive Director of Transportation Alternatives. “We’ve come a long way over the last twelve months in the debate on bridge tolls and equitable transportation, and we’re ready to build on this momentum as we seek funding for the full five-year MTA capital plan.”
“We are relieved that Governor Paterson and the State Legislature have agreed to a balanced revenue solution for the MTA that spares millions of transit riders the near term pain of crippling service cuts and massive fare increases,” said Kate Slevin, Executive Director of Tri-State Transportation Campaign. ”Additionally, the inclusion of two years of capital funding is vitally important to transit riders and our regional economy and should not be underappreciated, though the capital needs of the system go well beyond two years.  We are pleased our legislators are looking ahead at the MTA’s long term needs and we look forward to working with them on this issue in the coming months.”

“This new plan for mass transit funding is a step in the right direction, and we applaud Speaker Silver, Gov. Paterson and Majority Leader Smith for working out a compromise that addresses some of the MTA's capital needs,” said Marcia Bystryn, president of the New York League of Conservation Voters. “It is unfortunate that bridge tolls were not part of the final plan, but we look forward to working with our elected leaders to build on this effort and develop a comprehensive plan that will provide a sustainable funding stream for both the MTA's capital and operating needs.”
“We are thankful that Albany found a way to give transit riders relief from the threat of sharp fare hikes and service cuts,” said Rich Kassel, Senior Attorney and Urban Transportation Expert, National Resources Defense Council. “But we shouldn’t forget that the MTA still needs a well-financed capital funding plan that will deliver the sustainable transit future that millions of New Yorkers need for the long-term.”
“Citizens Union believes that the recently adopted MTA bailout plan is a good first step to provide the MTA with critically-needed funds,” said Dick Dadey, Executive Director of Citizens Union.  “Despite the numerous false starts along the way, this package will provide the funding necessary to address the MTA’s current shortfalls and, most importantly, includes partial funding to allow it to begin to maintain its long-term capital projects.  We hope that the Governor and the Legislature will revisit this issue to ensure the full and stable funding necessary for the MTA’s future needs, and monitor the agency’s fiscal health to guarantee that the system continues to provide the timely and effective service on which New Yorkers rely.  Citizens Union believes, however, that public support for this bailout requires introducing greater transparency of, and accountability in, MTA operations. We urge Albany lawmakers to incorporate measures to accomplish this important goal before the end of session this year.”
“A robust MTA makes a big dent in New York’s global warming pollution,” said Robert Moore, Executive Director of Environmental Advocates of New York. “The MTA rescue plan may be incomplete, and we encourage state lawmakers to work out a long-term solution, but it will avoid service cuts and a fare hike that would put more cars on the road and more climate-altering pollution in our air.”
Members of the Empire State Transportation Alliance include: Regional Plan Association, NYPIRG Straphangers Campaign, General Contractors Association of New York, Environmental Defense Fund, Tri-State Transportation Campaign, New York State Laborers’, ACEC New York, Citizens Union, Campaign for New York’s Future, Construction Industry Council of New York, Long Island Contractor’s Association, Natural Resources Defense Council, New York State Building and Construction Trades Council, New York League of Conservation Voters, Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee to MTA, Transportation Alternatives, Environmental Advocates of New York.
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