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Statement on the National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission Report: “Transportation for Tomorrow”
January, 2008

Regional Plan Association’s America 2050 project commends the National Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study Commission for its bold and ambitious report, “Transportation for Tomorrow,” the result of a two-year process of research, deliberations, and consultations with stakeholders to study current conditions and future transportation needs and create policy and funding recommendations for the future. 
“This serves as a kick-off for the important debate over funding the future of the country’s transportation system.  Unless Congress restores our aging infrastructure and wisely invests in new public transportation projects, America’s metropolitan and megaregions will experience stunted growth,” said Robert Yaro, President of Regional Plan Association.  “With these areas projected to absorb most of America’s population growth over the next fifty years, there’s no better way to reduce our impact on climate change, limit our dependence on oil and allow American’s to live more efficiently than to invest in urban and regional transportation networks.”
The report [http://www.transportationfortomorrow.org/final_report/] provides a valuable contribution to transportation policy debate by drawing attention to the magnitude of investment and depth of reform needed to restore the nation’s surface transportation system to a state of good repair and optimal performance. It underscores the need to provide capacity for the continued growth of the U.S. population and economy in the 21st century and to realign investments and project decisions with the performance-based goals of increasing safety, reducing congestion, and providing an economic return on investment.  

The report does not recommend throwing money at a broken system. Rather, it calls for fundamental structural reforms that would reorganize the nation’s transportation program into ten programs that aim to meet national goals for the transportation system, ranging from providing transportation options, to maintaining facilities in good repair, to meeting freight movement needs.  The report recommends creating an independent National Surface Transportation Commission (NASTRAC) to oversee development of a national strategic plan for transportation investment and recommend funding amounts to Congress. 
- more, more, more-
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“This report underscores the need for real reform in how we fund transportation,” said Petra Todorovich, Director of America 2050.  “The challenge will be whether we can move away from the politics of earmarks in previous transportation funding bills and toward a goal-oriented system with measurable results.”
To pay for the new program, the Commission recommends raising the federal gas tax, by five to eight cents a gallon per year over the next five years (a 25 to 40 cent total increase) and then indexing the tax to inflation. The report also recommends increasing state fuel taxes and other highway user fees and recommends the federal government provide more flexibility for tolling on the Interstate System, encourage public private partnerships, and explore long term options for revenue generation, such as moving toward mileage-based user fees. 
“Raising the gas tax will no doubt be a big political lift but the investment is a down payment on our future,” continued Todorovich.  “The Commission provides a great service by not shying away from the serious funding gap needed to fix the falling-down bridges, congested roads, inadequate public transit, and lack of decent intercity rail in the nation.”

“America deserves a modern and sustainable transportation system to fuel growth and prosperity in this century as previous generations built for us in the past. We have to stop writing blank checks to the states to pave roads to nowhere and instead, tie transportation funding to climate, land use, and return on investment goals.  It is time to reform a broken system so we can feel secure in the investments we must make in our future.”
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