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don’t mix

Climate change, and the need to recalibrate the carbon 
cycle that accelerates it, leads us to consider our use of 
these two critical resources. How do we most e�ectively 
adapt to the �nite nature of  water and energy sources, 
like oil, while maintaining economic competitiveness?

�is year’s Regional Assembly takes an in-depth look 
at energy and water and how their increasing scarcity 
impacts the economic growth and prosperity of the 
region. As the presidential election looms on the hori-
zon, discussing these pressing topics of national signi�-
cance in our region can help lay the groundwork for an 
enlightened vision of sustainability both regionally and 
nationally. 

But together they are irreplaceable 
resources that combine to create a 
thriving regional economy. 

Oil
Our energy and mobility systems 
are designed for the era of $10-a-
barrel oil, an era that is long gone, 
and not coming back. Without 
planning ahead to a future where 
fossil fuels are not our primary 
source of energy, our region will 
remain dependent on a diminish-
ing, increasingly expensive resource 
with well-documented impacts 
on both the environment and 

the world’s geopolitical stabil-
ity. Moving away from oil 

dependence and meeting our 
greenhouse gas emission 
goals will mean building 
more energy- e�cient 

communities. �is in 
turn will a�ect every-

thing from the design 
of our transportation 

systems to the de-
sign of our streets.

Water
We are entering a period of 
extreme �uctuations in rainfall, 
which means more frequent 
�ash-�ooding, droughts and 
"100-year storms" that strike 
harder and more o�en. Our 
region must be prepared for 
both �ooding and drought. As 
the population of our region 
increases, so will our thirst for 
water, already estimated to be 2.5 
billion gallons a day. Ensuring 
the adequate protection of our 
water supply from reservoirs and 
groundwater must be a priority. 
�e future of our region depends 
on how we manage, transport 
and use this precious resource, 
from source to tap to treatment 
plant – particularly as climate 
change makes our water supply 
less predictable.

Together, oil 
and water stand 
as symbols
of the resources we need to drive a strong re-
gional economy. �ey are also symbols of re-
sources that are becoming increasingly scarce.  

�e truth is, we must adapt.  
Our region’s resources – like water – must be 
better protected, and our dependence on re-
sources from outside of the region – like oil 
– must be diminished. 

�is year’s Regional Assembly is a forum to dis-
cuss current and burgeoning ideas for how to 
make the most of our region’s natural capital.
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Plenary Keynote Address:

�e Honorable Jon S. Corzine, Governor of the 
State of New Jersey (invited) 

Luncheon Keynote Address: 

�e Honorable Eliot Spitzer, Governor of the 
State of New York
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Open Space
Protecting the Source
�e sources of our clean water reser-
voirs and aquifers include large region-
shaping landscapes, like the New Jersey 
Pinelands, the Catskill Mountains, 
and the Long Island Pine Barrens. �e 
imperative to conserve natural re-
sources in these landscapes has spawned 
national models for regional planning 
and landscape preservation. What are 
the successes and shortcomings of these 
models and how can they be applied to 
unprotected landscapes? 

Moderator: �e Honorable James J. 
Florio, former Governor of the State of 
New Jersey *

Panelists: 
Judith Enck, New York State Deputy 
Secretary for the Environment 

�e Honorable Steven C. Englebright, 
New York State Assemblyman, 4th 
District (Long Island)  

Carleton Montgomery, Executive Di-
rector, Pinelands Preservation Alliance 

Eileen Swan, Executive Director, New 
Jersey Highlands Council 

Workforce
Emerging Regional “Green 
Collar” Jobs & Job Centers
Energy conservation, climate adapta-
tion and mitigation, and sustainable 
development will change the structure 
of the economy and the distribution 
of jobs and income. While the threats 
of climate change are very real, there 
are also opportunities to create entirely 
new sectors with careers that can �ll 
part of the gap le� by the decline in 
industrial and middle-income service 
jobs. What will be the nature of the 
new “green economy?” What type of 
job opportunities will it create and 
where will these be located?

Moderator: Ralph LaRossa, President 
and Chief Operating O�cer, PSE&G *

Panelists: 
�e Honorable Adolfo Carrión Jr., 
Bronx Borough President *

Nancy R. Douzinas, President, Rauch 
Foundation *

Kevin S. Law, President and Chief 
Executive O�cer, Long Island Power 
Authority 

Mary O’Malley, Vice President, Local 
Initiatives, Prudential Financial, Inc. 

Edward F. Ott, Executive Director, 
New York City Central Labor Council, 
AFL-CIO 

National Transportation 
 National Transportation 
Policy: Moving People & 
Goods
�e U.S. economy depends in large 
part on the ability to move goods and 
people e�ciently and without delay.
Yet the framework of our transporta-
tion network – the Interstate Highway 
System – has locked us in a dangerous
dependence on fossil fuels. With con-
cerns about climate change, peak oil, 
and the instability in many oil produc-
ing countries, the ability to diversify 
and move away from a fossil-fuel based 
transportation system should be a goal 
for the sustainability and economic 
security of the U.S. �is panel will 
explore the potential for transportation 
policy to move toward a more diversi-
�ed framework that integrates di�erent 
transportation modes and o�ers more 
choice. Panelists will address long-term 
trends and how they may shape the 
reauthorization of the U.S. transporta-
tion bill in 2009.

Moderator: �omas E. Prendergast, 
Senior Vice President, Parsons Brinck-
erho�

Panelists: 
Emil Frankel, Director of Transpor-
tation Policy, �e Bipartisan Policy 
Center 

Catherine Ross, Director, Center for 
Quality Growth & Regional Develop-
ment, Georgia Tech 

Lee Sander, Executive Director & 
CEO, Metropolitan Transit Authority 

Mariia Zimmerman, Vice President for 
Policy, Reconnecting America

Community Design 

Shrinking our Footprint  
by Design
Our communities, whether city or sub-
urb, require vast inputs of scarce natu-
ral resources. Once built, lawns demand 
water, homes and o�ces require energy, 
and transport services depend on the 
use of oil. Can we reduce these depen-
dencies by improving the design and 
engineering of our communities? Can 
we design our way to a smaller ecologi-
cal footprint? What is the minimum 
input necessary to allow for continued 
growth and prosperity?

Moderator: Jonathan Rose, Principal, 
Jonathan Rose Companies LLC 

Panelists: 
Don Chen, Program O�cer for 
Community Development, �e Ford 
Foundation * 

Tom Hicks, Vice President, LEED ND 
and International, US Green Building 
Council *

Michael Scorrano, Vice President, Busi-
ness Development, Pareto Energy Ltd. *

�e Honorable Andrew J. Spano, 
Westchester County Executive *

 

 Regional Transportation 
 Making Cars Pay  
�eir Way
We are entering a new era in which 
the cost of driving cars on our region’s 
roadways and highways is steadily in-
creasing. Motorists will be required to 
pay more in taxes, fees and tolls than 
in the past, in order to cover a greater 
share of the actual infrastructure costs 
associated with driving, as well as 
subsidize new transit initiatives. Our 
region’s state leaders are also begin-
ning to think of  infrastructure in-
vestments as assets to be leveraged to 
fund new projects and pay down out-
standing debt. Examples of these new 
trends include Mayor Bloomberg’s 
proposed congestion pricing plan as 
well as Governor Corzine’s recently 
proposed asset monetization plan for 
New Jersey roadways. �e outcomes 
of these two initiatives are of national 
signi�cance and will strongly in�u-
ence transportation policy for genera-
tions to come. �is panel will discuss 
and debate these two policy proposals 
and others as they relate to how much 
we drive, increasing automobile op-

eration costs, and new 
funding streams for 

transit.

Moderator: Timur F. Galen, Man-
aging Director, Goldman Sachs 

Panelists: 
Kris Kolluri, Commissioner, New Jer-
sey Department of Transportation *
 
Janette Sadik-Khan, Commissioner, 
New York City Department of Trans-
portation
 
Marc V. Shaw, Chair, New York City 
Tra�c Mitigation Commission & 
Executive Vice-President, Extell De-
velopment Company
 
Anthony E. Shorris, Executive Direc-
tor, �e Port Authority of New York 
& New Jersey 

Je�rey M. Zupan, Senior Transporta-
tion Fellow, Regional Plan Associa-
tion

Registration Form  
This form is also available online at rpa.org 

 
Fax this form with your credit card  
information to 212-253-5666.

Name (First, Last)

Credit Card Number Please print clearly

Expiration Date

Payment

Open Space
Workforce
Community Design

Regional Transportation
National Transportation

By Check 
Enclosed amount

Credit Card 
Please charge

  
to my card

  
Visa  (circle one)

  
MC

  
Amex

Send this form with  
your payment to:
Regional Plan Association
4 Irving Place, 7th Floor
New York, NY 10003 
OR fax this form with  
your credit card information  
to 212-253-5666.

 

Payment made to: Regional Plan Association

$

$

Please  
Choose 
One  
Workshop

Please use one form per attendee and pho-
tocopy this form to register additional 
attendees. Additional, printable copies of 
this form are available at rpa.org.

Breakfast and luncheon are included in 
the registration fee. Conference materials 
will be distributed to all attendees.

Your registration includes a one-year 
membership to RPA at the Member ($50) 
level. 

Regional Plan Association is a 501(c)(3) 
tax-exempt organization publicly supported 
as described in 509(a)(1) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, IRS Identi�cation Number 
13-1624154. �e portion of any contribution 
attributable to admissions to the Assembly, 
valued at $120 each, may not be tax-deduct-
ible. Call Rossana Ivanova at (212) 253-2727 
ext. 372 for more information.

Friday, 
April 18th 
2008
8:00am to 2:30pm 
�e Waldorf=Astoria
301 Park Avenue 
New York City 
in the Grand Ballroom 
 
�e Waldorf=Astoria is accessible for the  
physically disabled.

If you were a registered attendee at the RPA 2007 
Regional Assembly, you are a member and may at-
tend for the $160 member price. �is discount must 
be taken at the time of registration and applies to 
individuals only.

If you have any further questions or wish to register 
by phone, please contact Rossana Ivanova at 
212 253-2727, ext. 372, or e-mail rivanova@rpa.org.
 
Refund upon cancellation: To receive a refund, your 
cancellation must be sent by written notice or e-mail 
and received prior to March 28th, 2008. Absolutely 
no refunds will be made to cancellations requested 
a�er that date.  
 
Substitutions are welcome.
 
Con�rmations will be emailed, or mailed  
if no e-mail address is available.

8:00 Registration/Breakfast

8:45 Welcome
Robert D. Yaro, President, Regional Plan Association

9:00 Keynote Address
�e Honorable Jon S. Corzine,  
 Governor of the State of New Jersey *

9:30 Plenary Panel
A Mayor’s Approach to Oil & Water
In this plenary panel, the Mayors of some of our region’s most important cities will address 
the impacts of climate change on local energy and water resources. �e Mayors will describe 
their cities’ e�orts to prepare for these impacts. 

Moderator:  
Brian Lehrer, Host of �e Brian Lehrer Show, WNYC *

Introductory presentation:  

�e Honorable Shirley C. Franklin,  
 Mayor of the City of Atlanta 
Respondents:  
�e Honorable Dannel P. Malloy, Mayor of the City of Stamford
�e Honorable Douglas H. Palmer, Mayor of the City of Trenton 
�e Honorable Edward Skyler, New York City Deputy Mayor for Operations

10:45 Workshops 
(See descriptions at right) 

12:15 Lunch

1:00 Luncheon Keynote Address 
�e Honorable Eliot L. Spitzer,  
 Governor of the State of New York

�e Day’s Agenda
Organization

Address, Line 1

Address, Line 2

City, State, Zip

E-mail

Daytime Phone

Purchase

Number of
Individual 
Event Tickets

$185 each

Sponsorship (See details on page to the right)

Patron $25,000

$25,000+ Patron
10 participants with premium luncheon table 

-
tive formal recognition in Assembly litera-

membership bene�ts at the Patron level

$15,000+ Sponsor
10 participants with priority luncheon table 

Prominent listing in Assembly literature, 
-

ship bene�ts at the Sponsor level.

$10,000+ Benefactor
-

nent listing in Assembly literature, releases 

bene�ts at the Benefactor level

$5,000+ Supporter
-

membership bene�ts at the  
Supporter level

$1,000 Friend
-

ship bene�ts at the Friend level

Individual Tickets
$185
$160 Member discount

Guest Names:
We would be happy to send invitations to 
your guests.

Sponsor $15,000

Benefactor $10,000

Supporter $5,000

Friend $1,000

Check here if you are an 
existing member 
($25 discount)

I am unable to attend. Enclosed is 
my contribution to Regional Plan 
Association.

$

Workshops

Questions? Call 212-253-2727 x 324

Signature

*invited*invited



mm y y

Open Space
Protecting the Source
�e sources of our clean water reser-
voirs and aquifers include large region-
shaping landscapes, like the New Jersey 
Pinelands, the Catskill Mountains, 
and the Long Island Pine Barrens. �e 
imperative to conserve natural re-
sources in these landscapes has spawned 
national models for regional planning 
and landscape preservation. What are 
the successes and shortcomings of these 
models and how can they be applied to 
unprotected landscapes? 

Moderator: �e Honorable James J. 
Florio, former Governor of the State of 
New Jersey *
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Judith Enck, New York State Deputy 
Secretary for the Environment 
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Carleton Montgomery, Executive Di-
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Emerging Regional “Green 
Collar” Jobs & Job Centers
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tion and mitigation, and sustainable 
development will change the structure 
of the economy and the distribution 
of jobs and income. While the threats 
of climate change are very real, there 
are also opportunities to create entirely 
new sectors with careers that can �ll 
part of the gap le� by the decline in 
industrial and middle-income service 
jobs. What will be the nature of the 
new “green economy?” What type of 
job opportunities will it create and 
where will these be located?

Moderator: Ralph LaRossa, President 
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AFL-CIO 

National Transportation 
 National Transportation 
Policy: Moving People & 
Goods
�e U.S. economy depends in large 
part on the ability to move goods and 
people e�ciently and without delay.
Yet the framework of our transporta-
tion network – the Interstate Highway 
System – has locked us in a dangerous
dependence on fossil fuels. With con-
cerns about climate change, peak oil, 
and the instability in many oil produc-
ing countries, the ability to diversify 
and move away from a fossil-fuel based 
transportation system should be a goal 
for the sustainability and economic 
security of the U.S. �is panel will 
explore the potential for transportation 
policy to move toward a more diversi-
�ed framework that integrates di�erent 
transportation modes and o�ers more 
choice. Panelists will address long-term 
trends and how they may shape the 
reauthorization of the U.S. transporta-
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Mariia Zimmerman, Vice President for 
Policy, Reconnecting America
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Shrinking our Footprint  
by Design
Our communities, whether city or sub-
urb, require vast inputs of scarce natu-
ral resources. Once built, lawns demand 
water, homes and o�ces require energy, 
and transport services depend on the 
use of oil. Can we reduce these depen-
dencies by improving the design and 
engineering of our communities? Can 
we design our way to a smaller ecologi-
cal footprint? What is the minimum 
input necessary to allow for continued 
growth and prosperity?

Moderator: Jonathan Rose, Principal, 
Jonathan Rose Companies LLC 
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Don Chen, Program O�cer for 
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Foundation * 

Tom Hicks, Vice President, LEED ND 
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 Making Cars Pay  
�eir Way
We are entering a new era in which 
the cost of driving cars on our region’s 
roadways and highways is steadily in-
creasing. Motorists will be required to 
pay more in taxes, fees and tolls than 
in the past, in order to cover a greater 
share of the actual infrastructure costs 
associated with driving, as well as 
subsidize new transit initiatives. Our 
region’s state leaders are also begin-
ning to think of  infrastructure in-
vestments as assets to be leveraged to 
fund new projects and pay down out-
standing debt. Examples of these new 
trends include Mayor Bloomberg’s 
proposed congestion pricing plan as 
well as Governor Corzine’s recently 
proposed asset monetization plan for 
New Jersey roadways. �e outcomes 
of these two initiatives are of national 
signi�cance and will strongly in�u-
ence transportation policy for genera-
tions to come. �is panel will discuss 
and debate these two policy proposals 
and others as they relate to how much 
we drive, increasing automobile op-

eration costs, and new 
funding streams for 

transit.

Moderator: Timur F. Galen, Man-
aging Director, Goldman Sachs 

Panelists: 
Kris Kolluri, Commissioner, New Jer-
sey Department of Transportation *
 
Janette Sadik-Khan, Commissioner, 
New York City Department of Trans-
portation
 
Marc V. Shaw, Chair, New York City 
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