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Comments of Kevin S. Corbett, Co-Chair, Empire State Transportation Alliance

To the Metropolitan Transporation Authority Board of Directors
Wednesday, December 17, 2008
My name is Kevin Corbett, I am the co-chair of the Empire State Transportation Alliance, a coalition of business, civic and labor organizations that seeks to build consensus for resources for New York State transportation. I am here today with many of my colleagues who are calling on the state legislature and the governor to invest in the the region’s transportation network of subways, buses and commuter rails.   I want to make three basic points:
We have a transit crisis on our hands.  Today you approve a budget that would make riders pay more for less.  But the consequences go beyond that. The impacts would hit the rider everyday and in every corner of every borough of New York City.  Night and weekend services would be cut. Waiting time between buses and trains would be longer.  Bus and subway stops would be farther away, requiring impractical longer walks for those for whom longer walks are not tenable. More transfers would require more time and inconvenience. Additionally, service and fares aside for a moment, let’s not forget that the upcoming capital program is facing severe shortfalls.  The $17 - $20 billion hole to fund critical repair and upkeep projects in the coming years in many ways dwarfs the operating shortfalls before us today.
Hard choices about revenue options will have to be.  ESTA strongly supports the recommendations of Governor Paterson’s MTA Finance Commission, chaired by Richard Ravitch.  While much of the attention has been focused on the specific taxes and tolls in the Commission’s report, the recommendations offer much more than a way to stave off service cuts and fare increases.  It would also help address the critical question of where funding for the upcoming 2010 – 2014 capital program will come from.  The plan Ravitch has offered is a fair one that asks everyone who benefits from transit – riders, drivers, business – to pitch in.  The legislature should act quickly to adopt the recommendations both to solve this short term crisis as well as address how we’re going to continue with critical long-term upkeep and expansion.
Investing in our transit system is the best way to keep our economy going.  The subway, bus and commuter rail network moves millions of workers, customers, tourists and students each day. An investment would not only stave off drastic service cuts but also promote a cleaner environment, save people money, increase mobility and – perhaps most importantly at this time of economic crisis – keep people in the jobs hardworking New Yorkers need.

In the coming months, we look to the governor and the state legislature to adopt a funding package for transportation that keeps transit affordable, keep jobs in New York State and builds for future growth.
For more information, contact: 
Kevin Corbett at (212) 973-2938 or Neysa Pranger at (917) 532-0567










