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AMERICA 2050 FORUM: “Rebuilding and Renewing America: Toward a 21st Century Infrastructure Investment Plan”
 Politicians, Union Leaders & Civic Organizations Come Together to Examine Issues Facing America’s Infrastructure

Present System Leaves America at a Competitive Disadvantage in the Global Economy
Washington, DC – May 9, 2008 – More than one hundred political, business, and planning leaders from across the country gathered today in the nation’s capital for America 2050’s “Rebuilding and Renewing America: Toward a 21st Century Infrastructure Investment Plan” forum. The full-day forum featured keynote speeches, plenary panels and workshops to build consensus around the need for a national infrastructure investment plan to meet energy, economic, environmental and structural challenges facing the current infrastructure system in the United States.
The forum coincides with the bicentennial and centennial of plans during the Thomas Jefferson (1808) and Theodore Roosevelt (1908) administrations that led to investments in railways, environmental restoration and power generation projects. 
“At key moments in our nation’s history, leaders like Thomas Jefferson, Theodore and Franklin Roosevelt and Eisenhower developed far-sighted plans that guided investments and the growth of the nation. It’s time we do it again.” said Robert Yaro, Co-Chair of America 2050 and President of the Regional Plan Association.
The event, “Rebuilding and Renewing America: Toward a 21st Century Infrastructure Investment Plan” is a forum of America 2050, a joint venture of the Regional Plan Association and the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, to examine new strategies for investing in vital transportation, water, and energy infrastructure systems to position America for equitable, sustainable and prosperous economic growth.
“Planning for infrastructure requires an organizing framework, and we think we have an ideal one, in the concept of megaregions – like the Boston-to-Washington corridor or the Pacific Northwest,” said Armando Carbonell, Co-Chair of America 2050 and Chairman of the Department of Planning and Urban Form at the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy. “These are coherent regions that can be bigger actors in terms of economic competitiveness and responses to climate change.”
Governor Edward G. Rendell (PA) spoke in the morning session and stressed that for the United States to remain competitive, the federal government needs to take the lead in addressing unresolved infrastructure issues.

“Without adequate federal infrastructure investment to quickly and safely move goods and people, our economy and traffic will stop dead in its tracks,” said Pennsylvania Governor Edward G. Rendell. “And, we will have a much tougher job competing in the world markets against the likes of China, India, and the European Union.”

Congressman Earl Blumenauer (D-Ore) also spoke in the morning on the current infrastructure crisis facing the nation and the need to remain economically competitive, protect the environment, and secure the nation while preparing for the challenges of the 21st century.
“Our nation is facing some of the greatest challenges in history, foremost among them global warming. We need a new vision to rebuild and reinvest in America so we are prepared to meet these challenges, keep our nation competitive and protect our citizens.  Like our predecessors who, two hundred and one hundred years before us, laid out national plans, the time to bring people together to forge a new plan is now,” said Congressman Blumenauer.
Judith Rodin, President of the Rockefeller Foundation, delivered the lunchtime keynote.  She discussed philanthropy’s role in facilitating collaborative efforts to help shape new transportation-infrastructure policies and elevate their stature in public discourses.  She also urged audience members to be mindful of climate change and social inequality as they frame a plan to rebuild America’s infrastructure.  
“As we develop and implement climate-conscious, 21st century policy solutions,” she said, “we must remember that transportation is more than a vehicle to get from one place to another; it’s a conduit to the American dream.”

Terrence M. O’Sullivan, President of LiUNA addressed the importance of an investment in America’s bridges, roads, and waterways in order to keep the country financially stable. With the high quality of American workers, he noted that the country should be able to have the safest, fastest, and most reliable infrastructure system. 
“We are the nation that first put a man on the moon, built the original first-class interstate highway system, accomplished engineering feats such as the Hoover Dam and urban transit systems that move millions and left the world in awe of what we can do. We can reach those heights again and the men and women who build America are eager to do it,” said Mr. O’Sullivan. 
CONFERENCE AGENDA + SUMMARY
Speakers and panelists at The America 2050 conference examined four key themes facing U.S. infrastructure: 1) global competitiveness, 2) fairness and opportunity, 3) climate change and energy security, and 4) national infrastructure investment. America 2050 issued a 20 page briefing report at the conference which can be found on (www.America2050.org).  A summary of the important findings are below:
· Global Competitiveness: Our global competitors are now racing ahead to build the infrastructure to ensure their full participation in a 21st century economy. While America spends about 2.4 percent of its GDP on infrastructure, China is spending 9 percent and India is spending 4.6 percent. Global competitors are also making investments in megaregion-scale systems: high-speed rail networks and goods movement systems. America’s 11 emerging megaregions – places like the Northeast, Southern California, the Texas Triangle – can be the new, competitive units in the global economy, but only if the right investments are made. Without action, we can be assured of more infrastructure failures, increased traffic congestion, lowered quality of life, and an inability to move goods and compete with other countries in today’s global market. 
· Fairness and Opportunity: The global economic transformation has left vast regions of America lagging in job growth and income level, which has been exacerbated by rising transportation, housing and fuel costs. Many Americans now spend up to 18% of their income on transportation costs. Older industrial cities, many concentrated in the Northeast and Midwest, have high concentrations of poverty, and the grain belt in the Great Plains has been experiencing decades-long losses in population and income. These lagging economies need region-wide strategies and attention from the federal government to rebuild crumbling infrastructure and invest in new, green technologies that can create jobs.
· Climate Change and Energy Security: Greenhouse gas emissions cannot be reduced without a viable national transportation plan. Why? Because even if the United States reduces its greenhouse emissions by 60%, the increase in the number of drivers on the road will override any reduction in GHG emissions. Americans need more transportation options so that we can reduce the number of travelers on the road and in the air – the only way to preserve our natural resources and reduce energy costs and carbon emissions.
· Infrastructure Investment: The United States’ failure to maintain its existing infrastructure systems – once the envy of the world – and invest in capacity for future growth jeopardizes our competitive advantage in the global marketplace. From transportation to water systems to renewable energy, we need bold investment and innovation to develop a sustainable framework that will reduce reliance on fossil fuels, create capacity for economic growth, and make better use of our natural resources. 

ABOUT AMERICA 2050: 

“Rebuilding and Renewing America: Toward a 21st Century Infrastructure Investment Plan” is a forum of America 2050, a joint venture of the Regional Plan Association and the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, to examine new strategies for investing in vital transportation, water, and energy infrastructure systems to position America for equitable, sustainable and prosperous economic growth. The forum coincides with the bicentennial and centennial of plans during the Thomas Jefferson (1808) and Theodore Roosevelt (1908) administrations that led to investments in railways, environmental restoration and power generation projects. America 2050 is a national initiative to develop a framework for America’s future growth and development in face of rapid population growth, demographic change and infrastructure needs in the 21st century. A major focus of America 2050 is the emergence of megaregions - large networks of metropolitan areas, where most of the projected population growth by mid-century will take place - and how to organize governance, infrastructure investments and land use planning at this new urban scale. America 2050 is an initiative of the Regional Plan Association (www.rpa.org), the nation’s oldest independent metropolitan planning group, and the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy (www.lincolninst.edu), a leading international research organization.

