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· We stand here today a broad coalition of labor, business, civic and environmental groups from across New York with a clear message for Governor Paterson and the state legislature:  Keep New York Working.

· We all know that this economic crisis is hurting working families from Babylon to Buffalo and while we recognize the need for budget cuts and actions to stem our state’s losses, what we really need is for Governor Paterson and our congressional delegation to jump start our economy and put thousands of New Yorkers back to work.

· Specifically, our Coalition to Keep New York Working is calling on Governor Paterson to pass a $12 billion New York State Stimulus Package that would create or save 435,000 jobs across New York by bolstering the state’s aging infrastructure.

· The Coalition to Keep New York Working firmly believes that putting money towards crucial infrastructure projects will put New York back to work.  

· Our leaders are facing historically challenging choices when it comes to the fiscal crisis gripping our state, but the potential for jobs and economic activity this stimulus package includes is a choice that can not be ignored.
· Today, we are in holding a press conference in our state capitol, we have taken out advertisements in Albany publications, we have launched a website: www.keepnewyorkworking.org and we are in Albany to say loud and clear that this is a strong and growing coalition that will not rest until our elected leaders step up, and pass an infrastructure based stimulus package to put New York working families back on their feet.  

· Comptroller DiNapoli has predicted that we will lose 225,000 jobs over the next two years alone.

· We have identified specific projects that are ready to go immediately to help us turn the next two years into prosperous times for New Yorkers.  A sampling of the projects is included with the press release and includes projects in all of the major regions in our state.  

· These projects will result in job creation, major infrastructure, transportation and environmental improvements that will help people in every corner of this state – from the jobs they need, to the air they breathe, to the roads, bridges and trains they use to go about their daily lives.   

· It is important for us to note that job creation equals revenue creation and we estimate that this $12 billion infrastructure based stimulus package would lead to $19 billion in economic activity throughout New York.  

· President-elect Obama has sent a loud a clear message from Washington that the way out of this crisis is to aggressively invest in our nation’s infrastructure for the first time in decades.

· We applaud Governor Paterson for his support of the President-elects proposal but New York cannot afford to sit back and wait for federal dollars to come our way.

· Tough times call for tough decisions and bold actions that are in the best interest of all New Yorkers.  Improving New York’s vital infrastructure – our roads, bridges, water systems and rail roads – while simultaneously creating or saving 435,000 jobs and adding $19 billion in economic activity to a state that is hurting, should not be a tough decision at all.   

· We will be aggressively lobbying Governor Paterson and the state congressional delegation to invest in New York’s future by creating new jobs and bolstering the state’s aging infrastructure.  

· We hope more New Yorkers from all walks of life will join this growing coalition to Keep New York Moving.  

